Uncle Sam, Ma Bell and Her Babies: A Timeline

FIANUARY S SER 0T
ATAET and the Depumnt
of Justice sign a consent
decree ending the Gov-
ernment’s antitrust suit
againsi the company. The
decree calls for ATET 1o
divest itself of its 22 local
telephone oparating com-
panies; in return, the Gowv-
ernmani agreeas to lel
ATAT enter previously re-
siricted businesas,
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The consent decrea is
madified to prohibit the
Baby Bells from manufac-
turing equipment or offer-
ing long distance and "in-
formation services” like
electronic publlshmg

)

AT&T Fll!as l[S
resrganization plan in
Federal court, spaling oul
its breakup in detail
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The AT&T dummuure
lakes effecl.

o W B -
Judge Hﬂmld H
Greens, balow, an-
nounces guidelines
for granting the Balls
waivers ol iha rules
that forbid them from
entering cerlain busi-
nasses. In December
he grants the first
Wansgrg,
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The Cumrnarc:e Da~
partment's telecom-
policy branch calls for
an end 1o the coun-
arderad business re-
sirictions

NOVEMBER

In the House, Tom
Tauke, Republican of
lowwa, and Al Swifi,

Democrat of Washing-

ton, introduce a rider
gt frade bil that

support, the measure
is dropped

AN AT
Senator Foben
Dole, Republican of
Kansas, above, wilh
support ol several
Bell companies and
the Reagan
Administration,
introduces a bill to
transier oversight of
(he ATAT consant
dacree from Judge
Graane o the
F.C.C. Hearings are
hedd, but
momentum is lost
after the Movember
elections.

The F C.C. scraps rura‘s that
limit phone company profits,

Consumer groups oppose
say the plan would end rate
reductions and lirmit

- competition.

SERTEMBERFLETLEETE
Judge Greane rejects a
Justice Departmant
proposal 10 remove most of
the Bells' businass
restrictions.
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MARCH = s
Judge Greene agraaa tolet

the Bells offer voice mail and
E-mail services, and transmit

electronic publishing for
others, bul nol provide
conlent.

NOVEMBER < 2 0h ik

The Senate infroduces a bill
to lel the Bells make
equipmant. A version

passes in June 1891, but 8
similar measura in the House
nevar makes il past tha
commiliee stage

Judge Greene
reluses o allow
the Baby Belis
to offer electron-
ic direciory
services. A
seven-year ban
on ATAT's entry
into electronic
publishing is al-
lowed 10 lapse.
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The last hand-
cranked party
lirng manual
telephone
sarvice in the
United States
—serving 18
residents of
Salmon Crask
Canyon,
Idaho—is
raplacad with
modearn
glecironic
swilchad
SErVICE.

T
Judge Greene
removes tha
inlorrnation services
restriction from the
Bells, but leaves in
place the rules
against manu-
facturing and long-
distance service.,

Representative
Jack Brooks,
Democrat of Texas,
introduces a bil 1o
tuim the Bells'
consenl decras
resirictions into law,
including
reinstaternant of the
information services
ban. The bill never
makes il o the
House floor

RAUGUST el
A Federal court in 'U:rghua
lifts for Beli Allantic the
video programming ban
contained in the Cable
Television Act of 12684,
which barred telephone
companies from providing
cable service. .
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The House Dverwhﬂunlnghr
approves legisiation that
would let the Bells make

equipment and entar tha ca-

ble and long-distance busi-
nasseas in return for accept-
ing competlition in their kocal
telephone markets

SBEFTEMBER' i i

A c:urnparable SEnate hlll cﬂ-l

lapses in the Senate undar

opposition from several Balls,

which maintain that it would
subject them o oo much
competition from cable and

long-distance companies be-

fore they could respond.
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The Sﬂ-nﬂ‘tﬂ passas a bill, sponsored
by Larry Pressler, Republican of
South Dakota, above, to overhaul
communicalions regulation, Il would
lat the Bell companies, long-distance
carriers and cable operalors com-
pata in one another's businesses,
and would also deragulate cable
rates and raise limits on how many TV
and radho slations any one person of
company can own. The bill would
make it illegal to transmit pornogra-
phy over the Internel.
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The HGUGE paases a communica-
tions bill that is similar 1o the Senate
version—bul with mere guidelines for
policing pornography on the Inter-
net. Other issues left for a House-
Sanate conference committee to re-
sohve include the rules by which tha
Bells could enter kong disianca, the
pace of cable rate deregulation and
the extent to which media compa-
fies would be allowed to own a mix
of newspapers, broadcast stations
and cable systems in a geographic
market.

- DECEMBER 3¢/ 2 et 1
The conference commitles struggles
to reach a consensus thal can pass.
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